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Jesus Christ gave His life for us, that He might give us LIFE indeed! Life in all its eternal fullness!
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You
Easter
2011
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Christmas Opportunities
Bible Lessons
Bringing Children to Church
Garnteg School
Christmas Assemblies
Operation Christmas Peace
the gift of God’s grace it is being offered to every pupil and staff member. 

Please pray for the several thousand children with whom we will share good news of great joy this Christmas, Christ is born, a Saviour for you!
The angel’s announcement of peace on earth, good will to all people is the subject of my Christmas assembly, in which pupils play a part. God’s good will, or grace, is extended to all people by the birth of his son Jesus. As we talk about Christmas in school, 
Happy
Christmas
To all our prayer supporters from Pastor Mathew Bartlett and family.
Sharon Full Gospel Church
c/o 7 Park View, Freeholdland Road, Pontnewynydd, Pontypool NP4 8LP 

Tel: 01495 753561

mathew@sharonchurch.co.uk

Gifts to our schools ministry can be made by standing order or cheque made payable to “Sharon Church”. Since we are a registered charity, yes we can reclaim Gift Aid. Registered Charity No. 1050642.

Finally 
Please pray for my Magical Easter Show at Victoria (6th April) and Penygarn (4th April).
One night I heard her up at 3am praying “Dear Lord Jesus I pray that my daddy will take me swimming tomorrow. In the name of Jesus, Amen.”
So I took her swimming. 
Don’t be surprised if it snows
We are truly so grateful for your prayers and support, without which nothing could be accomplished in this area of school ministry. As I go to school, I really do feel the effect of many prayers going with me. To be honest, like most teachers these days, I can be a little apprehensive about what I will encounter during several hours in the classroom! But your prayers have always upheld me, and difficult class situations have improved 

Elen (who is now 3) is really looking forward to Christmas. She wants it to snow a lot so that we can build a snow man. Beware, because she sometimes prays for what she wants! 
Good will to all!
Christmas – What an Opportunity to the Classroom
New year, new opportunities. In the next issue I should be able to fill in the detail about assembly and classroom work for the new term. It may be slightly late, as I have been called up for jury service on 3rd January. 

 cross
current events >>>
education
In The Next Issue
coming soon >>>
Bi-Monthly Update of Sharon Church Ministry to Schools
In this issue >>>
unforgettable for the children. Each volunteer has undergone CRB checks etc., a process which demonstrates to the local community our commitment to safeguarding children.
 80 volunteers from 17 local churches will make the event
The event will also open in the evenings for use by youth groups, uniformed organisations such as the scouts, and for the general public (for opening times contact Stuart Taylor on 01633 484423).
The exhibition asks the most challenging question about Jesus life - was his mission a success or failure. Did He really conquer death? Was He really God's Son? 
By the end of their time in the exhibition, children articulate their own ideas about the impact of Jesus life on the world - and them.
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ask the question>>>
Our support of Becky Hayward helps strengthen our existing good relations with the local school, statutory agencies and with pupils and parents who are helped by Becky's work. We also want to build links with partner churches, and would invite any church interested in making a donation towards Becky's work in Garnteg school to get in touch.
From a Christian viewpoint, the future for collective worship looks bleak, UNLESS Christians are actively encouraged to participate in local school collective worship. I've taken assembly in local schools for 13 years. What about you? Would you like to go? I'd like to help you . . . YOU CAN DO IT! Please get in touch!
We began in 1936 with a tent crusade in Pontypool Park where many were saved, healed and baptised with the Holy Spirit. This summer we’re back in Pontypool Park with a gospel tent seating 200, a live praise band, multi media, and a team of experienced international evangelists who have previously worked with the more well known Reinhard Bonnke. We are praying for the power of God to be demonstarted in a mighty way through the salvation of souls.

This summer is the 75th anniversary of the Pentecostal church in Pontypool.

On Location!
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New Year 2012 >>>
Christian pastoral worker Becky Hayward works at Garnteg Primary school, Pontypool.


Garnteg school have confirmed that Christian pastoral worker Becky Hayward can continue her work until at least Easter thanks to the money raised by our supporters.
Becky has a degree in Applied Theology and her role is to support vulnerable children 

As a pastor, I know some of the families of these children, and can assure you that Becky’s work is not only outstanding, but a vital lifeline for children in difficulty. Her work is very much appreciated by the school and community.

Bible Lessons 
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Bible Explorer
I have been asked by Ysgol Bryn Onnen to take Bible Explorer (partly in Welsh) with the junior children. Bible Explorer is an interactive set of 5 one hour lessons covering the whole Old Testament. 

The Old Testament through Art 
I will return to the Garnteg year 6classroom in the new Year, using famous works of art inspired by the OT and creating our own artwork on Biblical themes 
Junior Classes
I will also use these art resources for weekly lessons with juniors at Pontymoile Primary school. 

It is still open for me to decide whether to teach infant or junior in the next term at Pontnewynydd, but I may continue with Infants until Summer term. 
Penygarn Primary
I have just received my renewed CRB for work at Penygarn, and hope to offer them either Bible Explorer or enriched curriculum in the new term.





Networking



Thank God for the good folk at Lodge Hill Farm Church, Caerleon. They have a vision for schools work and would like to appoint a schools worker for their area! We have offered to assist them in any way we can to make their vision a reality!





Operation Christmas PEACE 
My Christmas assembly is an acrostic, which can be simply put as follows: 

P 	The problem that prevents pea ce in the world - sin.
E 	Everyone. Everyone has sinned, but God loves the world.
A 	Angels announce great news – a Saviour has been born.
C 	The cross where Jesus took our sin problem away.
E 	The everlasting life we receive when we believe in the Lord Jesus.
Christmas Assemblies

November
7th Goytre Fawr 10.15

December
1st Victoria 10.15
5th Garnteg 9.15
5th Cwmffrwdoer 10.30
6th Coed Eva 10.00
7th George Street 10.30
8th Kenys Fawr 10.15
13th Griffithstown 10.20
16th Pontymoile 9.30
19th Ysgol Bryn Onnen

Date TBC New Inn and 2nd visit to Goytre Fawr.
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[image: RE9990301-IMG09]Bringing Children to Church 

Forming Links with the Community 


Christmas is a great opportunity to invite children to church. We currently have 20 children attending our regular outreach, but this ALWAYS rises at Christmas! What a time of opportunity! Remember, I’m happy to come to your church for such outreach too, only I can’t get away on Sundays (no driver for bus).













Join us for the Spirit Choir Christmas Carol Concert on Friday 2nd December 7pm. Free entry.


Collective Worship and You! 
By law, every school must have daily acts of collective worship  and, unless the school has received a determination, these must be broadly or mainly Christian.
In local primary schools this really does take place. In comp, it does not always happen. Older people might be surprised to see how much assembly has changed. Rarely will you hear the Lord's prayer or a Christian hymn. I am encouraged when schools use Christian songs in assembly, but some prefer "motivational" songs. I have argued in SACRE that these cannot be construed as part of "collective worship". 
Q:
A:
Do schools still have assemblies?
 
Yes!
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